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Summary:

Detailed within this annual report is the work undertaken by the Local Safeguarding 
Children Board (LSCB) now known from September 2021 as the Safeguarding 
Partnership, whose purpose is to safeguard children and work together with a collective 
aim to better improve the outcomes for our children and young people.

The Government abolished LSCBs from September 2019, except where the local area 
still had serious case reviews underway so there was a grace period to September 2020. 
LSCBs were legally abolished in January 2021. Sefton LSCB agreed to continue to call 
their board an LSCB until new arrangements were introduced in September 2021 where 
the partnership arrangements were renamed Sefton Safeguarding Children Partnership.  

This report includes the partnership approach to safeguarding children and young people 
in response to COVID 19 pandemic and resulted in the Government introducing 
restrictions through The Adoption and Children (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 
2020. These regulations allowed for easements to child care practice and afforded staff 
across the partnership and families to adhere to the national guidance through Public 
Health England. Practice across the partnership had to be adapted to ensure children 
were kept safe as far as possible within the restrictive practice.  This has impacted on the 
pace of change for the partnership on actions identified in the previous year which will be 
outlined in the report. There is acknowledgement and appreciation of the work that all 
staff have undertaken throughout the pandemic in such demanding circumstances as 
well as the added stress on children and families.

Recommendation(s):

(1) Members note the work of the LSCB over 2020-21 and the progress that has been 
made through the arrangements, including work with partners on training, local 
practice review (formerly known as serious case reviews) and more recent work 
under the pandemic conditions with Covid-19 where service were working under 
challenging conditions to ensure children were continued to be kept safe.  



Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

As outlined above

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

N/A

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs- The Council contribution to the LSCB is £72,800 in 2021/22 
(B) Capital Costs- none identified 

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

n/a
Legal Implications:

Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018)
Children and Social Work Act 2017 
Equality Implications:
There are no equality implications.)
Climate Emergency Implications: n/a

The recommendations within this report will 
Have a positive impact Yes
Have a neutral impact No
Have a negative impact No
The Author has undertaken the Climate Emergency training for 
report authors

Yes

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:
The safeguarding children’s partnership arrangements are intended to enhance the 
collective contribution to continue to safeguard children in Sefton. 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: the intention of the arrangements for 
safeguarding children is to enhance children’s resilience and support families to protect 
children and their families. The new legislation outlines how the 3 statutory partners: the 
LA, CCG or successor and the police should work together to protect children.    

Commission, broker and provide core services: n/a



Place – leadership and influencer: the local authority is a key partner in the statutory 
arrangements.

Drivers of change and reform: the local authority is a key partner in the statutory 
arrangements and the Sefton Improvement Board, set up to oversee the required 
changes following Ofsted inspection 2021.

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: n/a

Greater income for social investment: n/a 

Cleaner Greener n/a

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Designated partners of the local authority are part of the former LSCB and have 
sight of the annual report

(B) Partners identified through the safeguarding partnership have agreed the annual 
report

The Executive Director Corporate Resources & Customer Services (FD 6537/21) and 
Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD 4738/21) have been consulted and comments 
have been incorporated into the report 

Immediately following the Committee meeting.

Contact Officer: Caroline McKenna
Telephone Number:
Email Address: Caroline.McKenna@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

Sefton LSCB Annual Report 1 April 2020 – 31 March 2021

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection

1. Introduction/Background

1.1 What does this report cover?

Reporting requirements for our safeguarding partnership arrangements are set out in 
Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) on pages 82-83 as follows:

“In order to bring transparency for children, families and all practitioners about the activity 
undertaken, the safeguarding partners must publish a report at least once in every 12-



month period.  The report must set out what they have done as a result of the 
arrangements, including on child safeguarding practice reviews, and how effective these 
arrangements have been in practice.

In addition, the report should also include:

 Evidence of the impact of the work of the safeguarding partners and relevant 
agencies, including training, on outcomes for children and families from early help 
to looked after children and care leavers.

 An analysis of any areas where there has been little or no evidence of progress on 
agreed priorities

 A record of decisions and actions taken by the partners in the report’s period (or 
planned to be taken) to implement the recommendations of any local and national 
child safeguarding practice reviews, including any resulting improvements.

 Ways in which the partners have sought and utilised feedback from children and 
families to inform their work and influence service provision.


